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ADOPTED FRL. THE SKANDA-PURANA-SAMHITA




Karttikeya, the commander-in-chief of the celestial army, is also
known as Subrahmanya, Skanda, Guha and Kumara. In the southern
states of India, Subrahmanya is a popular deity even today. Among
the Tamil-speaking people he is better known as Murukan or
Murugan.In the North, he is largely unknown; but he is worshipped
in the East, especially in Bengal, where women pray to him for
worthy sons. Like Ganesha, he too is a son of Shiva and Parvati,
miraculously born. If Ganesha was created by Parvati. Karttikeya was
the creation of Shiva, nurtured by Agni, Ganga and Krittikas in turn.

Six-headed, twelve-armed and seated on his vahana or vehicle,
the peacock, Karttikeya is the symbol of youth, beauty and valour,
In the South he also symbolises the supreme wisdom since, accord-
ing to legend, he taught his father, thereby earning the name of
Svaminatha.

Karttikeya though usually depicted as a bacheloris also mentioned
as having two wives: Valli and Devasena.

The story of Karttikeya is found in the Mahabharata, in the
Shiva, Skanda and Brahmanda puranas,-and in the Ramayana. Our
story is based on the Tamil version of the Skanda-Purana-Samhita.

‘:tu.!rl 1 HITHTI'I‘ :IITI'I:I‘? OUR The GOIden MO ngDDSE
skt e NEXT  and other tales from the
Ye. Do on Sl TITLE: Mahabharata

@ India Book House Education Trust, Bombay-400 039,
All rights reserved. December 15, 1981

Published by H G. Mirchandani for India Book House Education Trust,
Rusi Mansion, 29 Nathalal Parekh Marg, Bombay 400 039 and printed
by him at |IBH Printers, Marol Naka, Mathuradas Vissan)i Road,
Andher: (East], Bombay-400 059,

Editor : Anant Pai Script: Pradip Bhattacharya & Meera Ugra
Artworks : C. M. Vitankar



KARTTIKEYA

ANP OFTEN IT WAS THE ASURAS WHO WERE PEFEATEP.

AFTER ONE CRUSHING PEFEAT, AN
ASURA KING NAMEP AMHIRSEN WENT
TO HIS PAUGHTER, MAYR, A SORCERESS.

=

THE PEVAS
ARE VICTORIOUS AGAIN,
© THE SHAME A\
oF IT! \

PON’T WORRY,
FATHER. | WILL NOT REST
TILL | TEACH THE DPEVAS
A LESSON!

TAKING THE FORM OF A BEAUITIFUL WOMAN
MAYA WENT TC THE FOREST WHERE
THE GREAT SAGE KASHYAPA SAT PEEP

IN MEPITATION., I \ Sea

| WILL MARRY U

THIS SAGE AND BRING

FORTH CHILPREN MORE hl ™ /i
POWERFUL THAN i




amar chitra katha

HER MAGIC CHANGEP
THE PLACE INTO

A PRETTY GARPEN
WHERE SHE DPANCEPD
ANP SANG MELOPIOUSLY |+
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== TILL THE SAGE | PLEASE LET. ME SERVE| |SAGE MASHYRPAR ANP THE REURA
LOOKEP UP. 4OU AS YOUR WIFE, PRINCESS LIVEP HAPPILY IN THE
: € HOLY ONE. FOREST.IN PUE COURSE A SON WAS

BORN TO THEM. T 1T
T FI'II YOU, MY M15HTN
_ SURAPAPMAN, SHALL

cw r BE THE LORD OF THE
THREE WORLPS,

= ————

| REFUSE wou,
NOBLE MAIPEN!

Sl IS
< é,, HOW CAN 3

tLHTE'R MRYA GAVE BIRTH TO TWO MORE SONS WHOM SHE NAMED SIMHAMUKHA
ANP TARRAKA. [ - ) \:}? C : "

| CAN'T WRIT FOR 'I"HE =, & = ﬁ J,.;mfﬁ?sani‘l; !
PARY WHEN YOU WiILL j /
CONQUER THE DEVAS
ANP MAKE THEM
OUR SLAVES,

5 LR

THE VIRTUOUS SAGE OF COURSE
WRS IGNORANT OF MAYA'S PESIGNS.




KARTTIKEY A

WY | AM GOING AWAY, My SONS,
\W TAKE CARE OF YOUR MOTHER,
LEAP A VIRTUCUE LIFE ANP
BE PEVOTED TO THE

‘NL‘JW 1§ THE TUAE TO ACT,
PROPITIATE LORP SHIVA
'AND OBTAIN BOONS
\WHICH WILL MAKE “OU
INVINCIBLE,

THE THREE LEFT HOME ANP PERFORMED
SEVERE PENANCES TO WIN
THE GRACE OF SHIVA,

BUT THEIR EFFORTS DIP NOT BEAR FRUIT,
SO SURAPAPMAN, THE ELPEST, JUMPEP
INTO THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE. |

BUT THE NEXT MOMENT
HE WARS SAVEP FROM
ITS FLAMES BY SHIVA
HbH.EELF.J

WHY ARE
4OU SACRIFICING
YOURSELF ?

LORD, | WANT TO
BE THE MASTER CF
THE UNIVERSE.

| WANT TO HAVE
A BOPY THAT WILL
NOT PERISH.




amar chitra katha

A NO ONE CAN HAVE AN
IMMORTAL BOPY. BUT woU

WILL BE INVINCIBLE AND
RULE THE UNIVERSE
S\ FOR A LONG TIME

YOU SHALL NOT iR
BE DEFEATED
BY ANY POWER
EXCEPT MINE.

INTOXICRTEP WITH TRIUMPH; THE THREE BROTHERS RE TU?NEF HOME ANF TOLP
THEIR MOTHER ABOUT SHNA ‘s BOaN,

ar LasT LAMILSERY
| MY DREAM %\, p

WILL COME \
TRUE.

. - :ﬂ W\ : s . rl . ¢
I 'lw. ap -.uu'l-‘l"- I‘I.'I.ﬂ\ g A I I- | # J

s g & " 6/ YES, WE
< - PON'T HAVE TO
1 & wzan” FEAR ANYONE .

| LRSS

| - WE'LL SOON PRIVE
\ THE PEVAS OUT
OF HEAVEN,

N, 7
k‘?/” i_/jm\ 7I* lﬂ ;




KARTTIKEYA

= I
s THEY CAME TO PEVALOKA, THERE,IN THE FIERCE BATTLE | 4 [ |
THAT FOLLOWEPD, THE PEVAS WERE ROUTEP - |
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LATER— ”'
HA! HA! i

T e

IS THAT VAYU?
HOW PEFLATEP HE

HOW PCES IT gr=
FEEL TO BE IN |2 o/
BONPAGE, e A

O INPRA,KING

\\\\\

| WHAT SHOULD WE
|PO WITH THEM,
L. BRCTHER P

WE'LL MAKE N\ v+ SURYA WILL MAKE
THEM OUR SLAVES. A FINE BALL FOR OUR
INPRA WILL BE OUR CHILPREN,
FISHERMAN, AND
VAYU OUR SWEEPER,

N I

&,




amar chitra katha

SURAPAPMAN HAP A MAGNIFICENT CITY BUILT BY VISHWAKARMA, THE ARCHITECT OF
THE PEVAS, HE CALLEP IT MAHENPRAPURI ANP MAPE IT HIS CAPITAL,
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THE PEVAS MEANWHILE WERE
LAMENTING THEIR FATE. [

THEY HAVE IMPRISONEP
EVEN THE VALIANT
JAYANTA*™ WHAT
SHALL WE po?

HAP PROMISEP
TO HELP UusS,

THAT

HOW WAS LONG

LONG CAN
WE SUFFER THIS
HUMILIATION ?




KARTTIKEYA

[LET'S 60 TO KAILAS
| ONCE MORE ANP
| PRAY TO HIM,

HAVE 40U FORGOTTEN
WHAT HAPPENED TO
KAMA WHEN WE LAST
VISITED KAILAS? |

ot A N =t A

KAMA, THE GOP OF LOVE, HAP BEEN BURNT TO ASHES WHEN HE HAP TRIEP TO
PISTURB SHIVR’S PENANCE, LATER, HOWEVER, HE WAS RESTOREPL TO LIFE.

SHIVA, HAPPILY
MARRIEP TO PARVATI
NOW, IS MORE

COMPASSIONATE ANP
WILL SURELY LISTEN
TO OUR PRAYER,

> YES. LET'S GO TO KAILAS
S8 . ONCE MORE,

AT KAILAS— LORP, PRUNK WITH

POWER THE MEAN ASURAS

_ HAVE MAPE US THEIR

i SLAVES. MY SON, JAYANTA
' IS THEIR PRISONER !

o —"/BE PATIENT !
YOUR MISERIES
WILL SOON ENP
BECAUSE THEIR
PAYS ARE
NUMBEREP,

.......




amar chitra katha

| YHEN SHIVA ASSUMED A FORM WITH

SIX FACES +* I W%Ef,
/ﬁﬂ

v FROM WHICH SIX PIVINE SPARKS
SHOT FORTH +#+ |

TR
W I
|’ I

THE CHILP BORN

OUT OF THESE

SPARKS WILL SLAY
THE ASURAS.

VAYU, YOU AND AGNI
CARRY THESE SPARKS TO
2.\ GANGA. SHE'LL CARRY
kil \ THEM TO THE SHARAVANA™
A\ ON THE UPAYA
NTAIN,




KARTTIKEY A

[AGNI AND VAYL ELEW WITH THE e TO GANGA.

HAS ASKEP You

TO CARRY THESE
| TO THE REED FOREST
! ON THE UPAYA
MOLINTARIN,

P LR L
SPARKS**+ [ / SHIVA
H
1ﬁ

AS SOON AS GANGA BROUGHT THEM INTO THE SHARAVANA-.- Il

NI LN N G
\ ‘{ﬂa{ J
AN

| _h*‘r"




amar chitra katha

WUST THEN SiX CELESTIAL NYMPHS CALLEP THE KRITTIKAS HARPFENEEP TO

: Vi NEWBORN BABIES! Y. ~ \ ONE FOR EACH ‘t.,
SIX OF THEM! ! OF us! A5 <2

e |

THE PEVAS CAME ON THE SCENE
A LITTLE LATER. [~ "

LOOK! THE
{ [CHILDsw 1o

4oUu MEAN
CHILPREN !

ANP THEN CAME SHIVAR ANP PARVATI.

~ /N SHIVA'S CHILDREN !
gk MY CHILPREN |

10



EARTTIKEYA

AS PARVAT/ STEPPED CLOSER, THE BABIES MERGEP INTO ONE. |

HE IS MY SON. |
| HELP THE

o~
- ND
:g__——-'_:-://,ﬂ AGNI, H,E =

| i MINE. | BROUGHT
‘BE A5\ THEM TO THIS
FOREST.

U
l”‘iff
2~V
/8 A
1] AN
TESEY ,
‘T A\ 7} NG my ForesT, [BUT WE ARE THE ONES WHO
) u O GANGA. HE | NURSEP HiM, O GOPPESS OF
_ * WAS BORN IN THE FOREST. HE IS
P-;-'-" My FOREST OF
N ,J
@ a L
1]
| 2




amar chitra katha

PEACE! PEACE!| As
PARYATI’S SON HE WILL BE
NAMEP SKANDA ANP AS THE
SON OF THE GOPPESS OF
THE FOREST, SHARAVANA;
AS THE KRITTIKAS' SON,
KARTTIKEYA AND AS
GANGA'S KUMARA; AS

AND AS MINE,
GUHA.

AGNI'S SON, MAHASENA

HOW WILL
| FONPLE A BABY
WITH SIX HEADS P

THE NEXT MINITE= |1, . .
_.rwj_ MY SON !

SOON, NINE PIVINE BEINGS EMERGEP

THEN, AFTER THE PEVAS HAP
WORSHIPPED LORD KARTTIKEYA ++:

FROM THE LME.J THOSE N

ARE 4OUR GANAS—
VEERABAHU ANP
HIS COMPANIONS,




KARTTIKEYA

ONE PAY AT KAILASA—

PARVATI, THE TIME HAS COME
FOR KARTTIKEYA TO SUBPUE
TARAKASURA, SIMHAMUKHA,
ANP SURAPAPMAN,

N

YES, BUT HE IS THE
CHILD WITH THE PIVINE
SPARK, BESIPES, HIS
h GANAS WILL GO
WITH HIM.

BUT HE IS
JUST A CHILP,

My LORP, ANP
THEY ARE MIGHTY
WARRIORS,

GET REAPY TO ATTACK
SURAPAPMAN ANP
HIS BROTHERS.,

\WHEN THE PREPARATIONS WERE COMPLE TEP—

e -

|YOU SHALL LEAP THE o o,

PEVAS TO VICTORY. CRUSH | JSR(
THE ASURAS AND LIBERATE
THE PEVAS, HERE IS THE
MATCHLESS VEL, YOUR
SPEAR. MAY SUCCESS
BE 4Yours!




amar chitra katha

| ARMEP WITH THE SPEAR, KARTTIKEYA| |AFTER HE HAD COVERED
| SET OUT IN PURSUIT OF THE ASURAS. | | SOME PISTANCE —
: 4oU WILL HAVE TO

=
FACE ME, YOUNG BOY, =

! i i v L s Bhal:
WiV 7 % P
\._. f W AR BEFORE 40U PROCEEP J h

| | FURTHER.,

AN /T WS THE ASURA, KRAUNC.
AN | IN THE FORM OF A MOUNTAIN.

WITHOUT A WORD, KARTTIKEYA |

HURLED HIS SPEAR++» ‘@y
.
:“:' Y
{F I

" AND KRAUNCHA WAS NO MORE.

N

:

[ —
R CBA Yy >
ESESAIZD
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KARTTIKEYA

(WHEN THE NEWS REACHED TARAKA— | |weLL, WELL, LET
ME GO AND
| KRAUNCHA PESTROYED P SIZE HIM
e BY A SLIP OF
_ ABOY P
SO 2
L ] } = )
., 5}
1Y o
|“. ‘ ot
b2
- F

Ty

G

WEAPONS GRANTEP
TO 4OU.RELEASE
THE PEVAS, YOU
ANP YOUR
BROTHERS WILL
BE FORGIVEN.

PON’T MISUSE THE\

HOW PARE
YOU, YOU IMPUPENT

VICTORY 'ry




amar chitra katha

THIS WEAPON —
THE WEAPON GIVEN
TO ME BY SHIVA—
CANNOT FAIL !

EXHAUSTEP ALL
THOSE WEAPONS,
TARAKA, NOW LET /;
ME TRY THE ONE /555

VICTORY TO )
__\ KARTTIKEYA!

-

G

"

TARAKASURA 1
N 1S SLAN! 4 o A -6 IR P
0o A PAAZANLYS et Ty
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KARTTIKEYA
VEERABAHU, =
TARAKASURA’S PEATH MAY e~
HAYE BROUGHT HIS BROTHERS &) o
TO THEIR SENSES. GO AS MY ‘*{#?
ENVOY TO SURAPAPMAN A ﬁ
AND ASK HIM TO STOP 5‘ 3
PERSECUTING THE AL {5 A
cﬁt‘ Ve
i\ e,

lLATER —
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WHEN VEERABAMU REACHED [T 1 1T 1| |HE CHANGEP HIMSELE INTO A TINY
SURRPAPMAN’S CAPITAL , 258 <
AHENPRAPURI— [ . |V T

M

I !J 1 R
| BEFORE | GO -

3 l. TO SURAPAPMAN,
= | MUST SEE

e 'f;ﬂ u""'"l""" 4

v TETH
A s

A

A (T :ﬁf
Y] s i“?‘t‘\ﬂ: v LS

T T jh".nh.." i

“JAYANTA,

LORP KARTTIKEYA
WILL SOON RESCUE

-

------- -

% & .
3 - "
" ¥ E * .
=1 ik ] i
—_— Lo, B
- .
<D,

TARAKASURA IS PEAP,

-

o




amar chitra katha

MY OWN FORM NOW,
WiLL SURAPAPMAN

OFFER ME
A SEAT P

THEN HE FLEW INTO SURAPAPMAN’S COURT. [ 75 | WILL ASSUME
e -!‘E;-‘ F -J.-- :"";{lﬂ;‘@'ﬂé: ,:i‘:;::.énu g PR i
=1 g

A THRONE ( (
FOR ME! IT < L

MUST BE THE
WORK OF LORP
KARTTIKEYA!

|'.-.|:

s e 1

ﬁ?‘)ﬂ“ilu'mﬁ#ﬁﬂll ’

)
r T ey =7 );
W/ = o6 (LTS A A
.""r U F d@y L/{L .___,?' 2 Sl }
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I 5 / i 211 ".__
T T :
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WHO s s | AM LORP ; HARTTIRE?A_:
WHO ARE KARTTIKEYA'S THE BOY WHO SLEW
Yyou P MESSENGER, MY BROTHER !




A MERE CHILP PARES

THREATEN ME!

BROTHER !

“OU WILL MEET
FATE AS YOUR

KARTTIKEYA
WITH THE SAME

8

-

T

LORP KARTTIKEYA

WANTS 40U TO RELERSE

PEVAS OR ELSE

JAYANTA ANDP STOP
TORTURING THE

YES,

WHERE HAS
HE GONE?P

i
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W

=)
8

>
.,".

m uj i
Q
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amar chitra katha

REMEMBER [ cowarp | BROTHER, IT 1S UNFORTUNATE
KRAUNCHA ++s NOT ANOTHER \THAT WISPOM IS OFTEN
TARAKA ==+ MISTAKEN FOR

WHY PON’T WE COWARPICE.,

RELEASE

7S g,‘l \T.«," -
)E7

==\
iy e —

a

wx

-
¥

1;-'_'___"'

BY SPEARKING OUT, | HAVE PONE
MY PUTY, NOW IT IS FOR wOU TO
TAKE THE PECISION, | WILL GO

. IT'S
WAR ABAINST THAT
IMPUPENT Bov,

-------

A\

) %l 4 ‘uu
i




KARTTIKEYA

A\ PREPARE TO MARCH TO )&
_ MAHENPRAPURI, -

WHEN MARTTIMEYA’S ARMY REACHED| |BANUKMOPAN FELL UPON THE PEVA ARMY,
THE OUTSKIRTS OF MAHENDRAPURY, -
SURARPALPMAN SENT MHIS SON

BANUMKOPAN TO SLBLLE THEM,

N

g il ﬁxm ‘"
A )

ANl

WON’T, NOT TILL|
I'VE KILLEP

EVERY ONE

OF “OU.

B

ON THE SECONP PAY OF THE BATTLE —

[ come, BANUKOPAN,
TOPAY, YOU SHALL
NOT RETURN




amar r:hit_m katha

VEERABAHU RUSHEDP AT HIM ANP THE | |AT LAST BANURORAN FELL ANP THE
TWO FOUGHT LONG ANP HARP, SURARS FLEP N RPANIC. ¥ ,--5’1'.‘-";_;’:\
o e L #|

SAVE US,
SIMHAMUKHA !

PO My BEST,
BROTHER,

50 THE NEXT PAY
SIMNAMUYKHA LEP
THE ATTHRCK, THE

ARMY OF THE
PEWSS REELEP
UNPER HIS

ONSLAUSHT,




KARTTIKEYA

THEN SIMHAMUKHA SENT A MISS/LE -

ver WHICH WOUNP /TSELF AROUNP
VEERABAHMY, HIS BROTHER ANP THE

REST OF THE ARMY*s |

“'ANP HUELE WEM“' "'m, Fﬁf ﬁm? Fm
THE BATTLEFIELD.




amar chitra katha

BUT KARTTINEYA MEANWHILE WAL
SENT FORTH SEVERARL MISSILES TO

COUNTER THE MOVE. |

THEN WARTTIKEYAR TURNED HIS
ATTENTION TO SIMHAMUKHA.

YOU SHOULP NOT
MISUSE THE POWERS
ACQUIREP BY YOU.
YOU SHOULP

HAYE YOU
COME HERE TO
FIGHT OR TC

AFTER A FIERCE BATTLE KARTTIMEYAS
HURLED INCRRYUPHA® AT SIMHAMUKHA,

YOUR WEAPON HAS
SHATTEREP MY EGO.
NOW | SEE YOU IN ALL

THE MERCIFUL KARTTIHEYA BLESSEDP
SIMHAMUKHA, : :

YOU SHALL SERVE
GOPPESS KALI AS
HER VEHICLE.

R DRR'S WERAPON. THE THUNDERBOLT



KARTTIKEYA

I'_THE NEXT PRY SURAPAPMAN MIMSELFE LEP THE ASURAS TO THE BATTLEFIELD,

WE MUST PEFEAT KARTTIKEYA!
SHOW YOUR METTLE

WHEN HE CAME FACE TO FACE WITH
KARTTIKEYA— [

MERCY

OR POOM P IMPUPENT CHILP || HAVE
CHOOSE ! COME TO SILENCE 4“OU ONCE |
ANP FOR ALL.

I'LL HAVE
P— 37— TO RESORT TO
SORCERY, THAT’S
THE ONLY WAY TO
QUELL HIM !

THIS BOY
IS NOT AS RAW AS
| HAP EXPECTEP{
WHY, HE FIGHTS LIKE
A SEARSONEP
WARRIOR!




amar chitra katha

THE NEXT MOMENT SHOWEP ALL THE
PEAL ASURAS ON THEIR FEET ANP
SURRPRPMAN WP IN THE SKY /N A CHARIOT.

ASURAS ARE uWP
AGAIN; KART TIKEYA!
SAVE YOLIRSELF

THIS ASTRA
WILL TAKE CARE
OF YOUR

ANP THIS —
OF 4OUR
CHARICT !




KARTTIKEYA

THE NEXT MOMENT —

IS THIS! My
CHARIOT |S MOVING
TOWARPS THAT

/| MUST THANK
[ you, SURAPADMAN, FOR
PROVIDING ME WITH
AN EXCELLENT
CHARIDT,

PLL CHANGE
MY FORM ANDP
ATTACK HIM.




amar chitra katha

SURRPAPMAN QUICKLY ASSUMED THE | |enAND CHARGED AT KARTTIKEYA.
FORM OF A HUGE BIR

HARTTINEYR HOWEVER ‘Y BUT SURAPAPMAN

CEINS P V- T i 4 B D ESCAPED IN THE NICK
FORM OF PEACOCK 6 == N LA OF TIME BY TAMING
AS HIS MOUNT=*s 7 T THE FORM OF A TREE.

e

\ b
Ch | J.I !
(ygte\
L ASHEP OUT .‘nf} A0

AT HIM. [ . &\f

4 '
1%

"‘u'“w |
[T




KARTTIKEYA

LEARN, O BLINP
ONE | PARKNESS CANNCT
HIPE BEFORE LIGHT!

AS THE SPEAR CUT THE TREE IN TWO,
SURAPADMAN EMERGED UNSCATHED

=N N HIS; NATURAL FORM.

e
T 2

LU
CRUSH HIM
WITH MY

BuULKk!

| | KARTTIKEYA. [

[ SWRAPAPMAN CHARGED TOWARPS

I'LL CRUSH
YOU UNPERFOOT.
AND THAT WILL BE

THE ENP OF You, 4%

QUICK RS LIGHTNING, MARTTIMEYR MURLEDP HIS




amar chitra katha

AS HE FELL, A GREAT CHANGE CAME
OVER SURAPAPMAN. |

LORD, PARPON ME.
| REPENT FOR MY
EVIL ACTS. LORPD,
| SEEK REFUGE
|IN You,

SURAPAPMAN, |
REPENTANCE WASHES
AWAY ALL ONE’'S SINS.
YOU SHALL SERVE ME
AS MY VEHMICLE ANP
ALSO AS MY

EMBLEM.

|kARTTIMEYA LOOKERP AT THE FALLEN
ASURR WITH COMPRSSION. [

THUS SURRPAPMAN ASSUMED TWO FORMS— ONE OF A PEACOCK TO SERVE AS)
A VEMICLE TO THE LOREP AND ANOTHER OF A COCH TO APOKN maR T TIKEYA'S t

FLAG POST. [ O KARTTIKEYA, WE |
BOW TO 4ou IN
REVERENCE.

-
|
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Jeevan and Hanu conclude that

Healthis Wealth

= [_ Whew! 15"1' life strange, Jeevan?
T 1 T T
Whyﬂnvoummat? e ] [
————— - 1 1 : = ¥
Look, so farwe have learned about great mental achlevements
and physical feats. | am wondering whether | will ever attain
such glory

[ Hey, waut a rmnute' Hasn'l tongewty something to 4:!0 with
life insurance?
£ a;_wq;._-n.-_mmi:.. o e

It certainly does, Hanu.

Well anyway I’ mﬂnlya kid lshoutﬁnt haue to bother abouT
life msmance | suppo

daCunha/LIC/120/81

2L [ife Jnsurance Corporation of Judia
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